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HE following, 1 Directions, 

of this moſt Learned and 
Judicious Prelate, were firſt Col- 
lected for le Uſe : nad? Pas 


good Advice, are now made 
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Be ye therefore Wiſe as 5, ah 
Harmleſs as Doves. M atth. 10.1 g 
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PIRECTIONS 
Ss Lo 
CLERGY. 


(without my ſeeking) to bring me 
into this Station in his Church, I 
ban eltern it che belt Circumſtance of 
my preſent Condition, if he pleaſe to 
make me an Inſtrument of doing Good a- 
mong you. Neil ee 

109 this end, I thought it neceſſary is 
the firſ# Place, moſt humbly, to implore 
his Divine Aſſiſtance ,: that I might both 
rightly underſtand, and conſcientiouſly 
perform that great Duty which is incum-, 
bent upon me. For without his Help, all 
our Thoughts are vain, and our beſt Pur- 
poſes will be ineffectual. But God is not 


A 2 want- 


JINCGE it hath pleaſed God, by n., 
his wiſe and over-ruling Providence, tt 


690. p.. 


wanting to thoſe who ſincerely endeavour 
to know, and to do their Duty. And 
therefore in the next Place, I ſet my ſelf 
(as far as my Health, and other Occaft- 
ons would permit) to conſider the Na- 
ture and Extent of my Duty; with a 
Reſolution not to be Diſcouraged, altbo T 
met with Difficulties in the Performance of 
it. VV 


For ſuch is the State and Condition of 
the World; That no Man can deſign to 
do Good in it; but when that croſſes the 
particular Intereſts and Inclinations of O- 

If thers, he muſt expect to meet with as much 
| Trouble, as their unquiet Paſſions can grve 
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If we therefore conſulted nothing but 
our own Eaſe, the only way were to let 5 
People follow their Humours and Incli- 17 
nations, and to be as little concerned as 
might be, at what they either Say or Do. b 
For if we go about to Rouze and Awaten f 
them, and much more to Reprove and I 
Reform them, we ſhall ſoon find them || ® 
uneaſy and impatient. For few love to 
hear of their Faults, and fewer to amend th 
= 4) 287 Yo ES 7 122 42 2 ar 
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ſations of the Clergy are more obſerved 244. coſ;.. 


in finding out the Faults of the Clergy, the 
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But it is the peculiar Honour of the 
Chriſtian Religion, to have an Order of 
Men ſet apart, not merely as Prieſts, to 
offer Sacrifices (for that all Religions have 
had) but as Preachers of Righteouſneſs, to 
ſet Good and Evil before the People com- 
mitted to their Charge. To inform them 
of their Duties, to Reprove them for their 
Miſcarriages : And that, not in order to 
their Shame, but their Reformation : Which 
requires not only Zeal, but Diſcretion,and 
a great Mixture of Courage and Prudence ; 
that we may neither fail in doing our Du- 
ty, nor in the beſt Means of attaining the 
End of it. | 
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We live in an Age, wherein the Conver- 
Preface to 
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than their Doctrines. Too many are buſy p. 15. 
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better to cover their own. And among(t 
ſuch, Prieſt. craft is become the moſt Po- 
pular Argument for their /»/delity. 


— ——— 


- | — — 
P ——— 
— —y—„- — 


* £ 
— — —— — 
gy — —— 4 IRE 


We live, /zkewiſe, in an Age, wherein 
. : V. ſitation 
the Contempt of the Clergy is too notorious ge. 
not to be Obſerved ; but the true Reaſons Odob. 27. 
are not ſo well conſidered as they ought. %, 
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l A 3 Some 


11 nä ET — 
? — . EPI 
* 


(4) 

Some, to increaſe the Contempt of the 

Clergy, have given ſuch Reaſons of it, as 

ſeem to make it a light and Feſting Mat- 

ter. But truly it is very far from being 

Jo : For the Contempt of Religion is oft- 
times both the Cauſe and Effet of it. 


It is not at all to be wondred at, that 
thoſe who hate to be Reformed, ſhould hate 
thoſe whoſe Duty and Buſineſs it ought 
to be, to endeavour to Reform them. But 
when Religion is ſtruck at thro' our ſides, 
we ought withPatience to bear the Wounds 
and Reproaches we receive in ſo good a 
Cauſe. Wo be to us, if thoſe who are Ene. 
mies to Religion, ſpeak well of us. For it is 
a ſtrong Preſumption that they take us to 
be of their {ide in our Hearts, and that we 
are diſtinguiſhed only by our Profeſſor, 
which they look on only as our Trade. And 
we give too much Occaſion for ſuch Suſ- 
picions of us, if wedo not heartily concern 
our Selves for the Honour and Intereſt of 
true Religion in the World, whatever we 


may ſuffer, as to our Reputation, for the 
ſake of it. 
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It is poſſible, that if we go about to hu- 
mour ſuch Perſons, in their /»fidel/ity and 
Contempt of Religion, we may eſcape 1255 
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hard Words for the preſent; but they can: 
not but have the teſt inward Con- 
tempt and Hatred of all thoſe, who Live 
upon Religion, and yet have not the Courage 
to Defend it. And what Satisfaction can 
ſuch have, when they refle& upon them- 
ſelves, and think what Occaſion they have 
to confirm ſuch Perſons in their 7u- 
delity, and to make them think the worſe 


of Religion for their Sakes ? 


The beſt thing we can do to recover the 
Honour of Religion, and to ſet our Pro- 
feſſion above Contempt, is to apply our 
Selves ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly to do 
our Duties. For if others find that we are 
in earneſt, and make it our great Buſineſs 
to do all the Good we can, both in the 
Pulpit and out of it: If we behave our 
Selves with that Gravity, Sobriety, Meek- 
neſs and Charity which becomes ſo holy 
a Profeſſion, we ſhall raiſe our Selves a- 
bove the common Reproaches of a ſpite- 
ful World: And do what lies in us, to 
ſtop the Mouths at leaſt, if not to gain 
the Hearts of our Enemies. 


For the real Eſteem which Men have 
of Others, is not to be gained by the 
little Arts of Addreſs and Inſinuation, 

| „ much 


5 
much Jeſs by complying with them in 
their Follies; but by a ſteady nd .refolute 
Practice of our on Duties, joy ned with 
a gentle and eaſ „and obliging Behavi. 
our to Others, ſo far as is conſiſtent with 


s x 


them. yh 


8 As to the Diſſenters from the Church; 
iſitatioan ; 4 | f Af: 7-3 
cherge, the preſent Circumſtances of our Affairs 


Sep. 11. require a more than ordinary Prudence in 


16590. 


p. 6. your Behaviour towards them. 


It is to no purpoſe to provokeor exaſperate 

them, ſince they will be but ſo much more 

your Enemies for it. Some think Severi- 

b. 3. ty makes Men Conſider; but Tam afraid 
- rainy too violent and refractory. For a Proud, 
O&. 27. Supercilious Moroſe Behaviour towards 
0259. Our greateſt Enemies, doth but make them 
them, and makes them more tractable, it 

will be, joyning a Firmneſs of Mind, as 


to our plain Duties, with Humility and 


Kindneſs in other Matters. | 


Viſitation 3 4122 ae a 
„. But if 8 ſeem to Court Them ( zhe 


Sept. 11. Difſenters) too much, they will Interpret 


2:46 better than your o.. So that were it 


nor 
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it heats them too much, and makes them 


much more ſo ; and if any thing ſoftens. 


1690. your Kindneſs to be a liking their Way 
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(7) 
not for ſome Worldly Intereſt, you would 
be juſt. what they are. Which is in Ef- 
fect to ſay, You would be Men of Con- 
ſcience, if ye had a little more H 


For they can never think thoſe honeſt 
Men, who comply with Things againſt 


their Conſciences, o aly nly for their Tempo- 


ral Advantage. . Bur they may like them 
as Men of a Party, who under ſome {pe- 
cious Colours, promote their Intereſt. 


For my own part, 2s I do ſincerely 
value and eſteem the Church of England 
Fang [ hope ever ſhall), ſo J am not againſt 
uch a due Temper towards them, as is 
conſiſtent with the preſerving the e Conlti 
tution of our Church. 


But if any think, under a Pretence of 
Liberty, to undermine and deſtroy it, 
we have Reaſon to take the beſt Care we 
can, in Order to its Preſervation. 


I do not mean by oppoſing Laws, or 
affronting Authority, but by countermi- 
ning them in the beſt way: That is, By out- 
doing them in thoſe Things which make 
them moſt popular, if they are conſiſtent 
with Integrity e and a good Conſcience, | 


For 
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Teal for the good of Souls, 
— have you to ge beyond them, in 4 
true and hearty Concernment for them. 
Not in irregular Feats and Paſfions,, 'but 
in the Meekveſs of Wiſdom ;- in à Calm and 
Sedate Temper; in doing Good wed to 
them, who' moſt deſpitefully reproach 
you, — withdraw themſelves and 12 


1 8 0 an Intereſt among wha 
Induſtry, and going from Place to 
Place, and Family to Family; I hope you 
will think it your Duty, to converſe more 
freely and familiarly with your own Peo- 
. Be not Strangers, and you will 
make them Friends. Let them ſee by 
your partieular Application to them, 
that you do not BE A them. For Men 
love to value thoſe who ſeem to value 
them; and if you once flight them, you 
run the Hazard of making them your 


Enemies. 


It is indeed ſome Trial of a Chriſtian's 
Patience, as well as Humility, to conde- 
ſcend to the Weakneſs of others. But 

where 
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(9) 
where it is our Duty, we muſt do it, and 
that cheariully, in order to the beſt End, 
vir. doing the more Good upon them. 
And all Condeſcenſion and Kindneſs for 
ſuch an End, is true TR as rg as 
Humility. | 


Lam afraid Niſtance, and too great 
Stiinel of Behaviour towards them,have 
made ſome more our Enemies than they 
would have been. I hope they are now 
convinced, that the Perſecution which 
they complained lately ſo much of, was 
carried on by other Men, and for other 
Deſigns than they would then ſeem to 
believe. But that Perſecution was then 
a Popular Argument for them ; for the 
complaining Side hath always the moſt 
Pity. But now that is taken off, you 


may deal with them on more equal 
Terms. 


Now there is nathing 1 to affright them, 
and we think we have Reaſon enough an 
our Side to perſuade them. 


The Caſe of Separation ſtands juſt as it 
did in Point of Conſcience ; which is not now 
aue jot more reaſonable or juſt thay it was 

fore. 


You 


10 ) 
You have more Reaſon to fear ow; 
what the ' Intereſt of a Party will do, 
than any Strength of Argument. For 
alas! How: very few among them, un- 
derſtand any Reaſon at all for their Se- 
paration? But Education, Prejudice, Au- 
thority of their Teachers ſway them. Re. 
move theſe, and you convince them. And 
in order thereto, acquaint your ſelves 
with them. Endeavour to oblige them. 
Let them fee you have no other Deſign 
upon them, but to do them Good. If 
any thing will gain upon them, this will. 


But if after all, they grow more head- 
ſtrong . and inſolent by the Iadulzence 
which the Law gives them; then obſerve, 
whether they obſerve thoſe Conditions 
on which the Law gives it to them. 

11.23. | : 
Lee. For theſe are known Rules in Law, 
ad L. de That he forfeits his Privilege who goes be- 
Penis. youd the Bounds of it. That no Privileges 
Lie e are to be extended beyond the Bounds which 
Priv. the Laws give them: For they ought to be 


— n obſerved as they are given. 


* 


I é leave it to be conſider'd ; Whether 
all ſuch who do not obſerve the Conditi- 
18 Ons 
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ons of the N be not as liable to 
eL, as if they had none. 
But there is a very Prophane Abuſe of 
r this Liberty among ſome, as tho' it were 
an Indulgence zo? to ſerve God at all. 
Such as theſe, as they were never intend- 
ed by the Law, fo they ought to enjoy 
no Benefit by it. For this were to coun- 
d tenance Prophaneneſs andIrreligion; which 
s I am afraid, will grow too much upon us, 
j. I unleſs ſome effectual Care be taken to 
n || ſuppreſs it. EC Shed Bs 


JE I 
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5 . now give me Leave not only „nee 
to put you in Mind, but to preſs ear- Charge. 

neſtly upon you the diligent Performance 8 


of thoſe Duties, which by the Laws of p. 391. 
God and Man, and by your own volun- 


4 tary Promiſes when you undertook the 
„ Lure of Souls, are incumbent upon you. 
h 


. © It is too eaſy to obſerve, That thoſe 
who have the Law on their ſide, and the 
Advantage of a National Settlement, are 
more apt ta be remiſs and careleſs 8 — 
* they 


- 


6 


muſt take more Pains to carry on their 


Deſigns. As thoſe who force a Trade 
muſt uſe much more Diligence, than 


thoſe who go on in the common Road of 
Buſineſs. 


. 


But what Diligence others uſe in gain- 


ing Parties, do you employ in the ſa- 
ving, their Souls. Which the People wi 


never believe you are in earneſt in, unleſs 


they obſerve you are very careful in ſa- 
ving your own, by a conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of your Duties. Therefore let 
your unblameable and holy Converſati- 
ons, your Charity and good Works, your 
Diligence and Conſtancy in your Duties, 
convince them that you are in earneſt, 
And they will hearken more to you, than 


if you uſed the fineſt Speeches, and the 


moſt eloquent Harangues in the Pulpit to 
them. Theſe the People underſtand lit- 
tle, and value leſs. But a ſerious, convin- 
cing, and affectionate Way of Preaching , 
is the moſt likely Way to work upon 
_— 


If there be ſuch a thing as another 
World, as no doubt there is, what can 
| you 


+ 


they have the Stream with them; than 
thoſe who row againſt it, and therefore 


© wy op we 


(13) 
you employ your Time, and Thoughts, 
and Pains, better about, than preparing 


the Souls of your People for a happy 
Eternity ? 


How mean are all other laborious Tri- 
fles, and learned Impertinencies, and bu- 
ſy Enquiries,. and reſtleſs Thoughts, in 
compariſon with this moſt valuable and 
- I happy Employment, if we diſcharge it 
1 well? And happy is that Man, who en- 

Joys the Satisfaction of doing his Duty 
now ; and much more happy will he be, 


whom our Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find 
ſo doing. 


be Piſtatiau 
And my Heart's Deſire is, That we Seta 
may all ſincerely and faithfully diſcharge 11. 1690. 
the Duties of our ſeveral Places, that the P. ***: 
Bleſſing of God may be upon us all; fo 
that we may fave our ſelves, and thoſe 
committed to our Charge. 
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